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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Board of Selectmen 
Meeting of July 28, 2020 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) was held on Tuesday July 28, 2020 at 6:30 pm. 
Due to the COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom. 
   
The Town of Wenham has a three-member Board of Selectmen elected for three-year terms with one seat up for election each 
year. John Clemenzi (2021); Jack Wilhelm (2022); Gary Cheeseman (2023) 
The Board of Selectmen serve as the chief executive body of the Town. The board's duties include in part appointing the Town 
Administrator and other board/committee members, developing goals and policies, preparing the town report, the annual 
budget, and presenting the warrant for Town Meeting.  The Board typically meets the first & third Tuesday of each month at 
6:30pm in Town Hall.  The BOS meetings are posted on the Town calendar.  All meetings are open to the public and may be 
viewed on local cable channels HWCAM.org or You Tube HWCAM. 
 
Please be advised that this open meeting is being broadcast live via Zoom and recorded for playback on-line, video on-demand viewing at hwcam.org. 
The listings of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair 48 hours before said meeting, which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items 
listed may in fact be discussed. Items may be taken out of order and at times that differ from those listed below. Other items not listed may also be 
brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. All participants wishing to address the Board of Selectmen must indicate so in the Zoom 
meeting chat.  
 
• Call to Order - With a quorum present, Mr. Wilhelm called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 
Selectmen present: Jack Wilhelm, Chair; John Clemenzi, Vice Chair; Gary Cheeseman 
Also present: Anthony Ansaldi, Town Administrator; Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services; Nicci Roebuck, 
Executive Assistant; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary; Dianne Bucco, Town Clerk; Chris Holak, Interim Finance 
Director; Sherrie LeBlanc, Treasurer/Collector; Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator Fire Chief Kavanagh & Deputy Chief 
Baxter; Police Chief Perkins & Police Deputy Chief DiNapoli; Jim Reynold, Counsel on Aging, Director 
 
• Public Comment – Items not on the agenda for Wenham Residents only 
Michelle Baily, Hamilton-Wenham Regional School Committee, gave a brief update that the School Committee would decide on 
a date to open school by August 5th, and added that school would not open before Labor Day.  The Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education pushed the opening of all schools in Massachusetts back 10 days this year. 
The School Committee is receiving an update tomorrow from the School Design Team. The School Committee will be 
participating in focus groups and roundtable discussions next week regarding the opening of school.   
The state passed a short -term budget through October and level funded Chapter 70 school funding. 
 
• Announcements – Additional information is available on the town web site at wenhamma.gov  

o Open Meeting Law Summer School Via Zoom– August 19 at 7pm. This online offering will be presented by Director 
of Administrative Services Jackie Bresnahan and Town Clerk Dianne Bucco.   
 
o Request for Letters of Interest for Board & Committee Openings: Affordable Housing Trust, Audit Committee, 
Community Preservation Committee, Conservation Commission, Council on Aging Board, Finance & Advisory Committee, 
Hamilton-Wenham Cultural Council, Hamilton-Wenham Joint Recreation Committee, Historical Commission / Historic 
District Commission, Iron Rail Commission, Open Space & Recreation Committee, Veterans Committee, Wenham 
Connects, Zoning Board of Appeals 

 
• Reports 

o Town Administrator  
 Departmental Weekly Updates During COVID-19 Crisis, July 28, 2020 

o Mr. Ansaldi and Selectmen Cheeseman met on July 23 with the Hamilton Human Rights Coalition and discussed forming a 
Human Rights Commission jointly with Hamilton.  There were some concerns with the two towns’ different forms of 
government.  There is a follow up meeting on August 5th.  
o Bayside Engineering is meeting (on zoom) with the BOS on July 30 at 5 pm to review the fifteen percent design phase. 
There will be a public hearing for the twenty-five percent phase. 
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o Mr. Ansaldi recognized the Police Department for catching two suspects stealing “Black Lives Matter” signs off residents’ 
property.  Deputy Chief DiNapoli elaborated on the number of reports over the past few weeks that resulted in two larceny 
arrests; these suspects did not live in Wenham. 
 
New Business 
• Appointments  
Town of Wenham Appointment or Re-Appointment Request(s) 
 Letters of Interest  

o Provisional Call Firefighters 
 Letter of Recommendation form Fire Chief Kavanagh 

Chief Kavanagh was present and spoke to the appointments and the process/timeline for the provisional firefighters.  
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote to appoint Andrew C. Mazza, Matthew D. Bean, Marissa K. Meade and      
Allison R. Boulouise as provisional intern call firefighters effective July 28, 2020. 
 
o Cemetery Commission 
As a Selectman, Mr. Cheeseman may not serve on any other town elected or appointed board/committee and therefore his 
resignation from the Cemetery Commission created a vacant seat.  Dana Bagnell was recommended to serve the remainder of 
Gary Cheeseman’s appointment through 2021.  
The Selectmen voted this term through 2023 and rescinded the vote to make the following motion: 

1. Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote to appoint Dana Bagnell to complete Gary Cheeseman’s term as a member 
of the Cemetery Commission effective July 28, 2020 through June 30, 2021. 

 
2. Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote to appoint (re)appoint William Wilson as a member of the Cemetery 

Commission effective July 28, 2020 through June 30, 2023. 
 
o Wenham Issues of Social Service Help (WISSH) 

Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote to appoint Thomas Tanous as a member of the Wenham Issues of Social 
Service Help (WISSH) effective July 21, 2020 through June 30, 2023 

 
o Election Officers 

Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote to appoint the following residents as Election Officers effective September 1, 
2020 through August 31, 2021: 

Judith H Bubriski  
Joseph P Cavanaugh  
Julie M Clay  
Karen M Damour  
Juliana F Dodge  

Laurie A Erhard  
Dorothy A Goudie  
Susan Herrick  
Peter A Hersee  
Diana E Lang  

Patricia M Lucy  
Donald F Luxton  
Joanne B Maestranzi  
Cynthia Mears  
Susan Mehlin  

Leonardo Pereda  
Patricia K Purdy  
Stephanie B Quinn  
Susan Rocca  
Evelyn M Simpson  

Lauren M Swartz  
Thomas Tanous  
Lily Ting  

Teresa A Von Staats  
William J Wilson III

 
o Affordable Housing Trust (Selectmen’s representative) 

Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote to appoint Selectman John Clemenzi as their representative to the Affordable 
Housing Trust effective July 28, 2020 through June 30, 2022. 

 
• Procedure to fill board/committee vacancies until the annual 2021 Town Meeting 
In accordance with MGL C.121B, §5 and C.41, §11, the Town Clerk has notified the BOS of a failure to elect for the Wenham 
Housing Authority. Upon receipt of the notice, the BOS shall notify the remaining members of the WHA that they shall 
convene a joint meeting with the intent to fill said vacancy through the 2021 Annual Town Election by joint appointment to be 
made on September 1, 2020 at 6:30 PM; and, further, to invite qualified registered voters of the Town of Wenham to apply for 
said appointment and to be interviewed at said joint meeting. 
 
o Wenham Housing Authority  
Mr. Carleo moved out of Wenham and is no longer able to serve on the Wenham Housing Authority.  Letters of Interest are 
being accepted through September 2, 2020.   

Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote pursuant to MGL C.41, §11, to receive the notice of failure to elect by the Town 
Clerk, and further, to give notice to said remaining members of the Wenham Housing Authority, that the Board of Selectmen shall convene a joint 
meeting with the intent to fill said vacancy through the 2021 Annual Town Election by joint appointment to be made on Tuesday, September 8, 2020 
at 6:30PM; and, further, to invite qualified registered voters of the Town of Wenham to apply for said appointment and to be interviewed at said joint 
meeting. 
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o Water Commission 
Past Commissioner Paul Mendonca has moved out of Wenham and is no longer eligible to serve on the Commission. 
In accordance with MGL C.121B, §5 and C.41, §11, the Town Clerk has notified the BOS of resignation of Paul Mendonca 
from the Wenham Housing Authority. Upon receipt of the notice, the BOS shall notify the remaining members of the Water 
Commission that they shall convene a joint meeting with the intent to fill said vacancy through the 2021 Annual Town 
Election by joint appointment to be made on September 8, 2020 at 6:30 PM; and, further, to invite qualified registered voters of 
the Town of Wenham to apply for said appointment and to be interviewed at said joint meeting. 

Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote, pursuant to MGL C.41, §11, to receive the notice of vacancy by the Town Clerk, 
and further, to give notice to said remaining members of the Wenham Water Commission, that the Board of Selectmen shall convene a joint meeting with 
the intent to fill said vacancy through the 2021 Annual Town Election by joint appointment to be made on Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 6:30PM; 
and, further, to invite qualified registered voters of the Town of Wenham to apply for said appointment and to be interviewed at said joint meeting. 

 
• Discussion and potential approval of a date for Fall Special Town Meeting 2020 
Mr. Ansaldi summarized that the Annual Town Meeting was held July 11, 2020 and limited to financial articles.  The remainder 
of the articles were postponed for a Special Town Meeting in the fall.   
The Town of Hamilton has opted to hold a Special Town Meeting after the Presidential elections (November 3, 2020 and have 
set November 14, 2020 for their Special Town Meeting. 
Mr. Wilhelm noted his concerns and questioned if Wenham should hold a Special Town Meeting and cited another outdoor 
meeting would be expensive.  Mr. Wilhelm requested a draft agenda to further discuss if a fall Special Town Meeting was 
necessary and asked for public input on the matter.  Mr. Clemenzi concurred.  
Mr. Cheeseman observed that a November meeting outside could be too cold and suggested early October if a meeting is 
warranted. 
Mr. Ansaldi reminded the Selectmen that there was a Citizen Petition on the Annual Town Meeting Warrant that was held with 
the petitioners’ permission for a fall town meeting.  Mr. Ansaldi will speak with town counsel about the options for the 
Selectmen regarding holding a special town meeting in the fall including reducing the quorum. 
 
• Discussion and potential approval of a date for the Annual Town Meeting & Annual Town Election (Spring 2021) 
Mr. Ansaldi noted that the first Saturday in April is the Easter Holiday Weekend and the following two Saturdays April 17 & 24 
are part of school vacation. The Selectmen will consider April 10 or May 1. 
Ms. Bailey requested the Selectmen set a date as soon as possible citing the School Committee has to vote on their FY budget 75 
days prior to the town meeting and mentioned that the School Committee could have more information in May. 
 
• Discussion and potential approval of a Cable Licensing Renewal Legal Services Agreement (5 year) 
HWCAM Executive Director, Bill Melville and Attorney William Solomon were present and spoke on the Verizon Cable 
License renewal.  This is a multifaceted process including a public hearing followed by formal negotiations. 
The request tonight was to contract with Attorney Solomon as Wenham’s representative. 
Mr. Solomon gave an overview of his experience negotiating cable licenses and helping towns building community television. 
Verizon is a company that does not see itself as a cable company in the future and is looking to get out of the fiber-field and 
looking for flexibility in their contracts; the town needs its interest protected.  The current license expires in May 2021. 
Mr. Solomon was confident he would get Wenham an excellent license and would protect the town’s interest.  Mr. Solomon 
observed if Verizon did end cable service in town, residents could transition to Comcast; the negotiations with Verizon would 
include those type of details.  
Attorney Solomon will collaborate with Bill Melville and meet with the Selectmen. 
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote to sign the agreement with Attorney William Solomon for legal services on the 
Verizon Cable Licensing Renewal Process. 
 
o Discussion and potential approval of MIIA Benefits Trust Agreement 
Mr. Ansaldi reviewed that the Trust Agreement is the agreement each of the 135+ members have all signed and outlined the 
terms of the membership. Effectively, the Trust Agreement addresses several matters including but not limited to Board 
Authority, Board Governance Rules, Indemnification, Trustee Eligibility, and Trustee Liability and Requirements. Beyond the 
aforementioned and at a high level, the Trust Agreement stipulates Wenham has adopted 32B, will pay its rightful insurance 
premiums charged by the Trust, will only enroll benefit eligible employees onto the plan, and acknowledges it is aware that initial 
enrollment within MIIA comes with an initial two-year commitment (one renewal cycle following first year) and any notice to 
terminate from MIIA at a future plan effective date comes with a minimum 60-day notice prior to your July effective date. 
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote to sign the MIIA Health Benefit Trust Agreement dated July 1,2020. 
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• Discussion regarding the re-opening of Pleasant Pond 
The Board of Heath closed Pleasant Pond for the remainder of the season.  The Highway Department will place barriers to 
prevent the public from accessing the beach and the portable bathrooms will be relocated outside the gate. 
Veljko Mileta Popov, resident 24 Eddel Avenue, spoke in length about his opposition of the Pleasant Pond Beach being closed 
due to COVID and disputed the COVID concerns and that the decision was unreasonable and based on fear and not data. 
Ms. Bresnahan reviewed the Board of Health’s considerations included that this is a very small beach (12-foot distancing would 
be difficult) and operationally not feasible with teenage staff and the police potentially being put in controversial positions to 
govern the state guidelines, similar to the reasons the Veterans Memorial Pool in Hamilton was closed for the season.   
Deputy Chief DiNapoli participated in the discussion.  It was also noted that there was a month left to the season and it would 
take a couple of weeks to hire staff to open the beach for two weeks. 
The Board of Health meets tomorrow and Mr. Popov was suggested to attend this meeting to further discuss reopening 
Pleasant Pond beach. 
 
Adjournment- The Selectmen adjourned unanimously by roll call vote at 7:57 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
8.15.2020 
 


